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N EG A T 1 V E.
< De Butts, Dent, Stonic_, Matlhcws, Quynn, Walker. 11
s Harwood, N‘Pherfon, Patafon, F. Bowie, Loockerman,
‘ ‘ So it was refolved in the athrmative.

Sent to the fenate, with the bill to reduce the falaries;, &c. by Mr. Jothua Seney. _

William Hemlley, Lfquire, from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the bill refpecting mfolvent
debtors, endorfed ; ** By the fenate, January g 1787: Read the firfdt time and ordered to lic on
¢ the table. |

“ By order, J. DORSLY, clk.
“ By the fenate, January 17, 1787 : Read the fecond time and will not pafs. 7
“ By order, J. DORSLY, clk.”

Aud the following meflage :
‘ By tue SENATE, Janvary 20, 1787.
GENTLEMEN, ,

WI'TH inexpreflible regret we perceive, by your meilage of the fixth of January by Mr. Bowie,
that you have determined to adjourn to the 20th of March, and leave the material bulinets of the
feflion unfinifhed, after fetting upwards of eight weeks at a heavy char e to the public.

Although we have been oflicially informed, that the continental treafury is empty, and the ne-
ceflity of railing troops has been urged by congrefs, you have not pafied an afletiment bill to bring
any money into the ftate or continental treafury, nor have you taken any mealures to comply with
tiie requifition of congrefs for raifing a troop of horfe. |
+ An act of the commonwealth of Virginia for appointing deputies to meet at Philadelphia in May
next for reviling the federal government, and correcting its detects, was early commuunicated to this
legiflature : In confequence thereof your houfe propofed to appoint deputics, wiicu we accedid to,
and a conference took place to afcertain the powers to be given to the deputies. A report was miade
by the conferrees, which has been agreed to b, tue ienate. ‘

', As this propofition originated with you, and the, meafure is confeficdly neceflary and important,
we are not a little furprifed that you have refolved to adjourn, without taking this appointment,
Although it may be urged, that this deputation may be made at the ieflion propofed by | our houfe to
be held in March next, time enough for the deputies to ineet at rhiladelphia in May, yet it muft be
obvious, that the other {tates, perceiving that the legiflature of this itate has adjourned without
making the appointment, may conclude that the meafure has not met their approbation.  This in-
ference may create fufpicions deftructive of that unanimity which is admiced, by the wifcft and beft

men in the United States, to be abfolutely neceflary te preferve the federal union.

"The neighbouring ftates of Virginia and Penniylvania have difcovered their fenfe of the impor-
tance of this meeting, and their expectatious of its effects, by appointing fome of their firtt churace
ters to aflift in the deliberations. ‘

- We cannot account ior your poftponing the confideration of thefe great and interefting fubjells,
and your adjournment to the 20th of March, unlefs it be to appeul to the people upon the bill for an
emiilion of paper money, which we rejeéted. This appeal tends to weaken tae powers of governmerit,
and to dilleminate divitions and difcord amony the citizens of this ftate, ac a crifis, when the cnergy of
the one, and the union of the other, are morc than ever neceflary. Appeuls to the peeple, upon a di-
verfity of opinion *arifing betwecn the two branches of the legitiature wpon any public meafure, are
unprecedented.  "T'he framers of our government have no where intimated the propriety of one
‘branch appealing to the people from the procee. ings of the other. Lvery man of refleétion will
readily perceive, if this practice {hould prevail, that the public bufinefs will no longer be conduéted
by a felect legiflature, conhifting of two branches, equally frec and independent, calmly deliberating
and determining on the propriety of public mneafures, but that the ftate will be convulfed upon every
difference of opinion between thofe branches, refpecting any queftion which either may think im-
portant. Thus the checks wifely eftablithed by the conititution, will in time be deftroyed, force

- ——inftead of reafon will govern, and liberty muft finally yield to defpotifim 5 for the fame caufes, all

circumftances being fimilar, will produce here the fam effects which they produced in the ancient
-yepublics of Greece and Rome. It muft aifo be obvious, that the members of your houfe being
‘more numerous, and more difperfed throughout the ftate, than :he members of the fenate, they will
have greater opportunities of influencing the people, whofe fenfe is to be colleéted, in fo fhort a
time, and before the merits of the queition can be frecly and fully difcufied.  Jdence it fs probable,
‘that in -moft cafes of difference betwecn the two houtes, the majority of the people will be induced
to adopt the fentiments of the delegates 5 in confequence therefore of fuch appeals to the people, the
fenate will be deprived of that freedom of debate and decition, which the conflitution meant to fe-
cure to that branch, and every benefit which might refult to the ftate from that freedom, will be
precluded. In fuch a fituation, the powers of the fenate would be annihilated, and although its
name and femblance might remain, its real utility would ceafe.

We confider ourfelves bound by the moft facred and folemn enzagements to preferve inviolate
every part of our conftitution, and will not remain filent under meafures which may tend to fubvert
our free and happy government. |

£ appeals are to be made, where is the line to be drawn ? The prefent is a cafe of policy, blended
with juftice, ‘but if appeals are proper 1 fuch cate, why notin a cafe of Jnftice only 2 And if fo,
_:md the fenfe of a majority, however collefted, is in all cafes to govern, then therc ure no rights
in this ftate which arc fecured againfl the opinion of fuch a majorit)r, full as well qualified to decide
upon queftions of juftice and right, as upon political regulations, “I'he bill which we have rejedted

dccl;u‘cs,



